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A welcoming community committed to worship, mission and Christian foruation in today's world

Last Sunday I had the privilege of baptizing Matthew Corlone Briere,
Etrandson of Bud Briere. It was a beautiful, sunny day for our sewice,
which was held outdoors. Not only was it a joy to meet so many of
Bud's family members, but little Matthew (star of the day) was well ad-
justed to the event, and did not mind any srmount of water being poured
over his head,

Another highlight that afternoon was the moment we recited our own
baptismal vows, reminding ourselves and each other just how miracu-
lous this sacrament is. I say miraculous because I am often amazed at
the way in which each of us gains 'citizenship in the Covenant member-
ship in Christ, and redemption of God.' Wb become new members of
the Church and we are at once in union with Christ in his death and res-
urrection. I can think of nothing that brings about such closeness and
intimacy like being in union with our Christ at our final days on this
earth and our rising in glory as he did.

As I looked upon little Matthew while preparing to pour water over his
head, my heart was full of this acknowledgement. Hearing all of us
read over our baptismal vow$ brought this to light again. In particular,
we say'oAll Are $Ielcome" at Christ Church. So, Happy Baptism, Mat-
thew!!



THE TREASURER'S REPORT

On the fifth Sunday of any month the diocese will be holding se-
Iective services at the Cathedral in Hartford and other churches
throughout the diocese. The Bishop has asked that all priests
take a day off on these Sundays and asks that their congregations
attend one of these senrices on Zoam.com. The dates of these
services are August 29, 2ozt and October gL, 2o2L. To attend
one of these services you would need the ability to 1og into
Zoom.com. Further instructions on how to login will be con-
tained on the Constant Contact weekly updates that Rev. Ann will
be sending out as we approach the above dates.
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Pledges for May were $4,665.00, under budget by $3,109.17. Year to date pledges stand at
$46,126.17 over budget by $7,255.32.

May income was $13,121.37 over budget by $3,707.03. Total year to date income is
$66,285.90, over budget by $19,215.20.

May expenses were $10,693.19, over budget by $1,487.18. Total year to date expenses are

545,A99.97 under budget by $2,180.08.

As Of Mav 2021
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Please join us at the Haddam Neck Fair September 3 - September G,zazl

Christ Church cookie booth is a major fundraiser and we are asking for your generous sup-
por1. To help defray the cost. cookie dough can be purchased at $40.00 a case or $20.00 a
half case. In 201 9 w'e sold 24 cases of chocolate chip and oatmeal raisin cookies. if you wish
to make a donation there is a form on page 4. Just fill it out and mail it along with your check
to Christ Church PO Rox 81. i\4iddle Haddam. CT 06456-0081.

We are aiso looking f-nr volunteers to help man the cookie booth. Below are the dates and
times available. Select the date and time ,vou would like to man the Cookie Booth and inform
me at rngingras396Jcomcast.net. lf the date ancl time you select are ltot available I i.vill imme-
diately inform you so that you can select another slot.

Friday- September 3rd

4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Saturday - Septemtrer 4th

10:00 arn - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Thanh you for your supporl!!

Dawn V" Gir-rgras

Sunday - September 5

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

1:00 prn - 4:00 pm

4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Monday - September 6

10:00 arn - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
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I would like to purchase case(s) of cookie dough at $40.00 each.

I would like to purchase 112 case(s) at $20.00 each.

Enclosed is my check made payable to Christ Church with Cookie Dough in
the memo line.

':!
Mail this form along with your check to: '.J*lx-
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Christ Church
PO Box 81

Middle Haddam, CT 06456-0081

Name: Telr

Email: Cell:
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CHANGE OF' OR ADDITION TO
OUR EMAIL ADDRESSES

If you have recently or are planning on changing your
email address or would like your email address added to
our email list, please inform the Bellringer so tlrat you
can continue or begin to enjoy the news from your
church. Send all changes to:

ch ristch u rch bellringer@gm ailrcom
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July 4, 2018 will be Ameriea's 245th Independence Day, the day Americans celebrate our Declaration of
Independence from Great Britain.

Here are five facts you should know about America's founding document and the day set aside for its
commemoration.

1. July 4, L776 is the day that we colebrate lndependence Day even though it wasn't the day the Conti-
oental Congress decided to declare independence (they did that on July 2,1776), the day we started the
American Revolution (that had happened back in April 1775), the date ou whish the Declaration was
delivered to Great Britain (that didn't happen until November 1776), or the date it was signed (that was
August 2,1776),

2. After the War of 1812, the Federalist party began to come apart and the new parties of the 1820s and
i830s all considered themselves inheritors of Jefferson and the Democratic-Republicans. Printed copies
of the Declaration began to circulate again, all with the date July 4, 1776, listed at the top. Celebrations
of the Fourth of July became more common as the years went on and in 1870, almost a hundred years
after the Declaration was written, Congress fnst declared July 4 to be a national holiday as part of a bill
to officially recognize several holidays, including Christmas. Further legislation about national holidays,
including July 4, was passed in 1938 and 1941.

3. The signed copy of the Declaration is the official, but not the original, document. The approved Dec-
laration was printed on July 5th and a copy was attached to the "rough joumal of the Continental Con'
gress for July 4th." These printed copies, bearing only the names of John Hancock, President, and
Charles Thomson, secretary, were distributed to state assemblies, conventions, committees of safety, and
commanding officers of the Continental troops. On July 19th, Congress ordered that the Declaration be
engrossed on parchment with a new title, "the unanimous declaration of the thirteen united states of
Americao" and "that the same, when engrossed, be signed by every member of Congress." Engrossing is
the process of copying an official document in a large hand.

4. John Hancock, the President of the Continental Congress at the time, was the first and only person to
sign the Declaration on July 4, 1776 (he signed it in the presence ofjust one man, Charles Thomson, the
secretary of Congress). According to legend, the founding father signed his name bigger than everyone
else's because he wanted to make sure "fat old King George" could read it without his spectacles. But
the truth is that Hancock had a large blank space and didn't realize the other men would write their
names smaller. Today, the term ooJohn Hancock" has become synonymous with a person's signature.

5. The 56 signers of the Declaration did not sign on July 4, 1776, nor were they in the same room at the
same time on the original Independence Day. The official signing event took place on August 2, 1776
when 50 men signed the document. Several months passed before all 56 signatures were in place. The
last man to sign, Thomas McKean, did so in January of 1777, seven months after the document was ap-
proved by Congress. Robert R. Livingston, one of the five original drafters, never signed it at all since
he believed it was too soon to declare independence.
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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow lovel

where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despairn hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to consolel

to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love;

for it is in grving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.

Amen.
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Christ Church has a long and distinguished history in the village of Middle
Haddam, Connecticut. Some of our parishioners may not be familiar with
that history. Here is the staft of our journey into it's history from start to
the present.

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY OF CHRIST CHURCH

The church as it stands today has undergone many changes. In 1785 the frst Episcopal
Society was reforrned to build a new church in Middle Haddam. There had been no regular
house of worship for nine years. The land was acquired by Stephen Hurlbut and Nathan Com-
wall in 1786 from Samuel Taylor. Construction was begun later that year. A stone from the first
Episcopal Church in the mea (now known as Young Street) was used in constructing the small
thirty-six by forty-seven foot church. Jehiel Hurlbut and his b,rothers helped to finish building
the church and by 1830 it was substantially complete.

The church was not built with pews. Parishioners were obligated to buy pew space and build
their own pew. They were given one year to build ard eighteen months to pay for their pews.
The pews located nearest to the pulpit were priced higher. Two examples: Ths first pew on the
north side of the pulpit was $61.00, and George Hubbard purchased five seats on one side for
$20.00 each. One resourceful lady sold cloth to pay for her pew space. The church was pro-
claimed a Free Church (free pws to all) in 1867.

The church still retains the original round-headed window which is above the front door. In
1867 side windows were replaced with stained glass, and a chancel window was added on the
east side. Memorial windows in the southwest depict a ship and anchor, acknowledging the
maritime heritage of the community.

Alterations between t786-1867 reflected a full range of architectural desigu seen throughout
the village of Chatham at this time. This includes Federal, Greek and Italianate styles because
local builders added their own distinctions over the

years.

One of the memorial wiadows in the church is for the Reverend William l4ssert rryho served
as rector fuom 1863-187i.b 1840the Bell Tower was erected and the bell put in place. Now
the bells could ring out allowing passers by and neighbon to hear the joyful tone. The Vestry
Room and Sacristy were added between 1812-1813.

A major reuovation of the church was tmderfaken in the euly nineteec sixties. The balcony
was removed--dark stain removed, walls replastered-the sanctuary made into a sacristy--the

(Contirued an page 8)

1

l

]n



(CartrwedIrffirpag€ ?)

vestry room became St. John's Chapel. This chapel contains the Christus Rex Dossal curtain
and prayer desk from St. John's Church. Throughthe efforts of church members past and pre-

sent, our church as it stands today has held up tlrough the years with grace and fortitude.

In 2017 air conditioning was added to the chwch and Parish Hall.

TIIE PARTSH HAlLt

The Parish Hall was built in 1840. It was owned by the town and used as the Northwest Dis-
trict Schoolhouse. The property was originally acquired by the town's School Society in 1798.
The Society started raising mooey in 1828 and was given $400.00 by the town to help with the
building of the school, It was used as a schoolhouse until the town thought it was too close to
the highway. So, for the safety of the childreru it was closed as a school and a new one was built
on Schoolhouse Lane in 1929. The building was purchased by Christ Church in 1940 for
$200.00

The Parish HaIl is one of three brick structures in Middle Haddam and is set on a granite
slab foundation. The doors and windows also have granite sills and lintels (thresholds). The ga-

ble windows reflect Greek Revival style while the front windows depict Federal sfyle design.
These alterations reflect the way local builders added their own designs.

Though much different today with electricity and plumbing the Parish Hall still serres as a

well preserved landmark in the church's long history. It is used for Sunday School, and is host
to a wide variety of events including Parish potluck dinners, the annual Autumn Leaves Fair,
the Belfry Club of Middle Haddam, and Boy Scout Troop #5.

tn 2001, under the direction of Reverend Peter Knlght, the Parish Hall kitchen wa$ reno-
vated bringing it into the modern era.

In 2016 under ths direction of Reverend Mary Anne Osborn, the electrical service was up-

Saded from 100 amp to 200 arrp and air conditioning was installed. Also the lavatories were
upgraded adding new toilets and sinks.
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Galendar of Events
Sundayo July 4, 2021- The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

10:00 a.m. - Spiritual Communion with Rev. Ann Penott
(This will be a virtual celebratiou on Zoom.com)

Sunday, July 11, 2021 - The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
l0:00 a.m. - Morning Prayer with Rev. Ann Perrott
(This will be a virtual celebration on Zoom.com)

Sunday, July 20, ZWl - The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
l0:00 a.m. - Morning Prayer with Rev. Ann Perrott
(This will be a virtual celebration on Zoom.com)

Sunday, July 25, 2A2l * The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
10:00 a.m. - Spiritual Communion with Rev. Ann Perrott
(This will be a virtual celebration on Zoom.com)

#-
Notq: The Vestry has elected totorego a Yestry Meetittgfor the month afJuly.
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THIS INDEPENDENCE DAY,

LET'S BRING FORTH

A NEW WISH TO CRAFT
BEAUTIFUL TOMORROWS

FOft OURSELVES.

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!
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Clive & Herschel Connor 07/01
Krlsten & Michael tynch 07/16
Cortney & Bryson Hyte A7/23
Traelr Kernp & Richard Cormlet O7,/21

Kathy & Fred Scliluntz 07/30
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The deadline for the submission of all articles
and/or items of interest for the August 2021 is-
sue of the Bellringer is July 15r 2021.

Send all submissions to:

christch u rchbellrin ger@gmail.com

Rev, .[,nn Perrott
Bella Eyte
Kathy Godwin
Laurie Gytrlson
Nevaeh Yan Cott
Ty Bevin
Iraurie Pugatch
tore $laughter

07/08
o7/o8
07/09
a7/t2
o7/t6
07/2t
a7/22
aT/3o
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Let us give our thanks, and prayers, for:

The dedicated people on the &ont lines helping those affected by Covid 19: first responders,

hospital stafr doctors, ourses, schoolteachers ofall grades, and care givers;

All "essential service workers", often working long hours for low pay so we can live our lives.
Let us pause and remember those who are in need of pmyer today and in the coming week, es-
pecially:

Allison Thorner; Amanda Hill; Barbara Chesky; Barbara Kataoka; Bernadette Moss; Bob &
Elaine Gray, Brennen Van Cott; Bud Briere; Connie Thomas; Dana Vick; Daniel Hastings;
Elaine & Bob Gruy; Gerry Leddy; Jenn & David Mulcahy; Jill; Judy Newsoroff; Julia Cushing;
Julie; Keith Reed; L.V Horton; Leah and Prime Deason; Maureen Clarke; Max; Michael Reed;

Neil; Paula Baraket; Sandi Eddy; Sandra; Shirley; Sue Speath's family; Terry

All who are suffering and dying from Covid, especially those in India and South America.

All those suffering from the effects of racism, and violence, throughout the world.

Families suffering from the effects of gun violence throughout the world.
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If you know of someone that needs prayers
and you would like them added to our prayer
Iist, please contact Joal Lentz in the church
office by email at ccmadmin@gmail.com or
by calling 860-267-0287. Each request will be
placed on the prayer list for a period of 30
days. If, at the end of 30 d*ys you wish to
have the individual remain on the prayer list,
you will have to initiate a new request.
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