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The Bellringer
Christ Episcopal Ch urch

66 Middle Haddam Road/P.O. Box 81
Middle Haddam, CT 06456-0081

(860) 267-0287

June 2A21

A welcoming community committed to worship, mission and Christian formation in today,s world

Flag Day is celebrated in America on June 14, commemorating the day the first flag resolution was
passed.

On Jme 14,1777,less ttlan one year after Betsy Ross had received the order from General Washingon
to make the frst flag the Second Continental Congress passed a flag resolution stating:

Resolved, Tlwt theflag af the Untted States be thirteen s*ipes, alternate red andwhite; that the tmion be
thirteen stors, white in o blae field, representing d new Constellation.

The first national observance of Fl*g Day was on June t4, 1877;100 yealr after the flag resolution was
adopted by the Continental Congress.

In the late 196 century, schoolteachers all over the United States began conducting patiotic ceremonies
commemorating Flag Day as a way to teach children about history. One such schoolteacher, Bemard J"
Cigrand is often referred to as the "Fa&er of FIag Day.- He lobbied Congress for many years for Flag
Day to be officially observed.

Other patriotic groups, including the Colonial Dsmes and the Sons of the American Revolution, also
$pent y€arc trying to convince Congress to make Flag Day ofiicial. In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson
issned a proclamation stating that June 14 shall be National Flag Day, and in 1949, itwas made official
by an Act of Congress.

On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House began publicly celebrating Flag Day, and has been celebrating
Flag Day every year since 1911. Since 200$, the Betsy Ross House has revived the patriotic zeal of the
emliest celebrations with Flag Fest - ao all day, old-fashioned, family fun street fair with games, live
entertainment, a patriotic pet contest, shopping and more, celebrated on the Saturday before Flag Day.
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THE TREASUFIER'S REPORT,t(***

On the fifth Sunday of any month the diocese will be holding se-
lective services at the Cathedral in Harilord and other churches
throughout the diocese. The Bishop has asked that all priests
take a day off on these Sundays and asks that their congregations
attend one of these services on Zoom.com. The dates of these
services are August 29, zo2l- and October BL, 2azl. To attend
one of these services you would need the ability to log into
Zoom.com. Further instructions on how to login will be con-
tained on the Constant Contact weekly updates that Rev. Ann will
be sending out as we approach the above dates.
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Pledges for April were $10,811.17, over budget by $3,037.00. Year to date pledges stand at
$41,461.17 over budget by $10,364.49.

April income was $14,218.85 over budget by $4,804.51. Total year to date income is
$53,165.53, over budget by $15,508.17.

April expenses were $11,472.M, under budget by $2,266.43, Total year to date expenses are

$34,406,78 under budget by $3,667.26.

As Of Anfil 2021
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ft[*oo [*, Treasurer
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It has been several years since we at Christ church have been able to hold a church tag sale. If you are like me, we
have been saving items to donate to the church. Here is a great opportuuity to help our sister church, Saint
Stephens in East Haddam. If you would like to donate items or your time to assist in their tag sale, below is the
information.

Come find great bargains on unique hand-me-downs at the annual St. Stephen's Tag Sal

The church tag sale is going to be held on Saturday, May 22, starting at I am. We are looking for gently loved
items, and the only thing we do not accept is clothing. Parishioners may bring any donations at any time * please
leave donation items in the chapel, not the Parish Hsll. We also will be doing pickups on Friday, May 21 by ap-
pointment Please contact Glenn at 860-301-8060.

We also are looking for help on Fridan lvlay 21, and on Tag sale day, May 22. Again please contact Glenn at 860-
301-8060.

CHANGE OF OR ADDITION TO
OUR EMAIL ADDRESSES

If you have recently or are planning on changing your
email address or would like your email address added to
our email list please inform the Bellringer so that you
can contirue or begin to eqioy the news from your
churph. Send all changes to:

ch ristchu rchbellringer@gmail,com
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East Hampton, Connecticut

Our friends and neighbors in East Hampton desperately noed our help in order to feed
their families during this ongoing pandemic. There are two containers at the parking lot
entrance to our church, one for eanned goods and one for dry goods. \[e check them
regulnrly and take any don*ted items to the food bank Thank you for your support of
this wonderful ministry.

Here is a partial list of products needed by the lbsd !ank:

Beans (AIl Varieties)
Beef Stew
Cereal
Condiments
Enstrre Original/Boost
Grits
Mac & Cheese
Pancake Synrp
Rice A Roni
Soups
Toilet Paper
Pet Food

BoxMilk (lYoor}Vo)
Cauned Fruit
ChefBoyardee
Corned Beef Hash/Spam
Evaporated Milk
Knorr Side Dishes
Manwich Muffin Mix
Pancake Mix
Rice
Tuna
Soap (Bars)
Pet Treats

Bottled Water/Juice
Canned Potatoes
Crackers/Cookies
Dishwashing Liquid
Pasta Sauce
Laundry Detergent
Oatneal
Pasta (All Varieties)
Vegetables (Canned)
Diapers
Cake MixeslFrosting
Gift Cards (All Types)

Stop & Shop Gift Cards Work Too!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TAKES A RECESS

It's quite remarkable! We're taking recess and summer vacation all at once. Be-
ginning the on April 25, Regina and I and our fantastic Sunday School children be-
gan our Recess. Together, we have participated in a year of Virtual Zaom Sunday
School. lt wasn't long ago when we had never heard of such a thing. Now we
know what to do - most of the time. Christine Van Cott has been so faithful in
getting the link to us every week. Kristine Lynch has acted as our back up coach.
The Lord willing, we will be able to resume in-person class inside the Parish Hall
early in the fall. Have a wonderful summer Recess and for those who will travel
and take long awaited vacations, enjoy some respite and above all, stay safe.

Psalm 91
The one who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

Will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say of the Lord, God is my refuge and my fortress,

My God, in whom ltrust.

Blessings for a safe, enjoyable summer. Regina and Joanne

mOrn
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It has been a busy couple of weeks for our Missions Team, with the help of all of you. On Sunday, April
25, we renewed our Covenant with Selina Daniels of Covenant to Care and Kelsey Brewer, our
"Adoptedu Social Worker at DCF. After we vowed to help Kelsey in her worlq both Selina and Kelsey
spoke to us about their respective roles and work. We have been part of this program for a very long
time and it is nice to know that we make a real difference in the lives of families in Middtetown and the
surrounding area.

Last weelg Kelsey contacted us and asked for furniture and clothes for a mother and her two little boys.
This mother had recently had to start over. Thanks to the generosity of Rev. Ann, Godfrey, Barry &
Winnie Edmonds, Donna Long; Clive & Herschol Connor and Dana & Jim Viclq and the rest of you
(through your Missions contributions)o we were able to supply her with the requested 2 twin beds, a
dresser, and a gift card to Walrnart for the clothes. Using Missions flmds, we're also supplying Kelsey
with prescription drug lock boxes for several of her families. Thank you, Sue Pugatch, for taking care of
this important purchase.

We are continuing to collect boules and cans for future Missions work so please keep them coming and
thank you, Travis, for continuing the redemption process.

As for the Food Bank, they still need foodstuffs and monetary donations to meet the needs of our East
Hampton Community. One thing to keep in min{ though, is that they have to obey sfficter rules than we
do in our own homes. For example, they can only accept foodstuffs which have not goile past a "Best
By" date or an "Expiration Date". Whereas you and I know that many foods are perfectly edible past
those dates, the Food Bank is actually required to throw those foods away. Please check your donations
for any dates before placing them in the bins and enjcy those foods yourself and donate others with more
recent dates. Thank you, Sue PugatctL for picking up our donations and taking them to the Food Bank
for us. For the latest list of needs, please visit their website at https://www.easthamptonct.gov/social-
services/food-bank.

Finally, in case you missed it in the recent Church News blast, the Missions Team is very happy to an-
nounce that we have exceeded our Vitamin money goal for St Vincent's Center in Haiti. After adding up
all the Lenten donations plus monies donated by Dawn for her wonderful items sold in the church office
and all the bottle and can refunds collected by Travis, we were able to raise $1866!!!! This is truly awe-
some and will enable the St Vincent's staff to provide vitamins for all of the children, helping to keep
them healthy during these difficult times. Haiti has been hit hard, not only by the pandemic, but by other
diseases, such as cholera, as well as by some natural disasters, such as floods and earthquakes, which
affect the food and water supplies. So our help will be geatly appreciated. Thank you, everyone, for
your donation - whether it was a large or small check, some bottles and cans, or a purchase of a mask or
card - it all made a difference! This was truly a parish-wide effort.

The Missiolts Toam is tru$ grateful for all of the Parish's participation in these vmious programs/
projects. It is wonderful to be able to make commitments to help out knowing that we have the full
backup of our Parish farnily. Submitted by Clive Connor.
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Christ Church has a long and distinguished history in the village of Middle
Haddam, Connecticut. Some of our parishioners rnay not be familiar with
that history. Here is the start of our journey into it's history from start to
the present,

Mr, Williqm G. Berndt, 1935-1937. He served under the archdeacon as lay reader.

The Reverend Kenneth Cameron served a few months in 1937.

The Reverend Leonard Flisher, 1937-1942. Uader Reverend Flishw the Parish Hall was pur-
chased, the membership increased, and the Belfry Club was fonned.

T\e Reverend Woolsey Coach, 1913-1919. He left to become rector of St. James in Wesr Ha-
ven, Connecticut.
Mr. Scofr ASordlay reader fuom 1948-1950.

The Reverend .fohn B. Love, 1950-1955. Revercnd Lwe inueased Sunday School enrollment,
and revived the ancient custom known as "Mothering Sunday." He left in 1955 to become rec-
tor in Putnam and then went on to be Archdeacon of New London.
The Reverend William Wurd, 1955-1956.

T\e Revercnd Phillip Rober&, 195fu1962. He resigned because of illness. During his rector-
ship he established a permanent Altar Guild, and also a number of study group$ to enlighten all
the parish.

The Reverend Roheu And*soa, 1963-1968. He was elected Bishop of Minnesota trL 1978.

T\e Reverend Edward Coaltdge, 1968-197L He left to join the Middlesex Cluster ministry and
is now Associate at the Church of the Holy Trinity, Middletown.
The Reverenil Roy Brown, served part time from 1072-1975, arrdnow lives in New Haven.

The Reverend Wtiltum F. Gendu III, I9V1-July, 1985. Tlte Reverend Wtltiam F. Gender
served Christ church faithfirlly for l0 years and will be remembered with warmth and respect.
Under the Rwerend Gender Christ Church had many successfrd years. Improvements were
made to the propeftX, including repairing the roof of the Church, and giving the Parish Hall a
complete electrical overhaul. During this time Episcopal Church sigms were strategically placed
on all roads leading to the Church so that it could be found more readily. He was an active miu-
ister, extending his service to all who were in need, but always finding time for each individ-

(Contixued on page 8)
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(Contimsdfun p*ge ?)

ual's problems. When he left, the parish said fmewell to a friend and priest.

Tlne Reverend Elizabeth Page Rogerc, December l, I985-November 21, 1999. The Reverend
Rogers is the first woman pnest called to serve Christ Church. Under her tutelage the church
underwent extensive renoyations to &e roof and the interior of the church restoring it to its
original beauty.

The Reverend Peter Knight,Interim Rector, December 19, 1999-May 20,2001. During Rever-
end Knighl's term he pushed for the renovation of the Parish Hall Kitchen bringing it into the
modern era. He also undertook the job of getting the church's finances in order so that it could
continue as a self sustaining church without financial assistance from the f)iocesan.

Tbe Reverend Mark E Given, June l, 2001-Jul 31,20A9, During Reverend Givenos tersr the
church's endowment fund was spent down to make improvements to the undercroft which in-
cluded the installation of an ofEce.

The Reverend Jane Stickney, supply priest, June 21, 2009-December 31,2009.

The Reverend Dn Catherine Randall and the Reverend Dn Randall Salmer, supply priests,
Ootober 1, 2010-May 20, 2012.

The Reverenil Mary Anne Osborn, November 18, 2012-January 28,2018. Reverend Osborn
was the second woman priest called to serve Christ Church as its rector. Under Reverend
Osbornt tutelage the electrical system in the Parish Hall was upgraded from 100 amp to 200
amp and air conditioning was installed in both the Church and Parish Hall.

After the deparhrre of the Revercnd Mary Anne Osborn, while searching for a new priert, the
duties of a priest wete performed by various supply priests. This was during the period of Janu-

W 29,2018 until December 31, 2018.

Tlte Reverend Ann M. Perrott, January 1,2019 - until present. Reverend Perrott was the third
woman priest called to serve Christ Church as its rector. During her tequre the church lights
were rewired. This was done because one of the lights experienced a short that bumed out the
dimmer which had to be replaced. Because the wiring was extremely old it was decided to re-
wire all the lights to prevent further damage. Also, the fire alarm system in the church required
extensive repairs due to the failure of various parts. In addition, extensive repairs to the
church's organ were undefiaken. These repairs are ongoing.

8

8E aONTiAUEO..-



Sunday, June 6, 2021 - The Second Sunday After Pentecost
10:00 a.m. - Spiritual Communion with Rev. Ann Perrott
(This will be a virtual celebration on Zoom.com)

Sunday, June 13, 2021 - The Third Sunday After Pentecost
10:00 a.m. - Morning Prayer with Rev. Ann Perrott
Godfrey Perrott will be preaching
(This will be a virtual celebration on Zoom.com)

Tuerdayo June 15, z02l - Vestry Meeting
6:30 p.m. - (This will be a virtual meeting on Zoom.com)

Sundayl June 20, 2021 * The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
10:00 a.m. 'Morning Prayer with Rev. Ann Perrott
(This will be a virtual celebration on Zoom.com)

Sunday, June 27, 2021- The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
Combined Church Service With St. Stephens, East Haddam, CT
10:00 a.m. - Retired Bishop, Jim Curry, will be preaching.
This will be an in person celebration on the lawn of St. Stephens

-","'ry*--."-

Galendar of Everrts
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Since the combined Easter Church Service with St. Stephens was so success-
ful' with many positive comments, we have decided to schedule another com-
bined outdoor Church Service.

The service will take place on June 27r2OZl at 10100 am on the grounds of SL
Stephens, East Haddam, CT, Covid protocols will be in place, Retired
bishop Jim Curry will be preaehing. Watch for more informatiCIn on our
weekly Constant Contaet messages as the date nears. Reservations will be
required.
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The deadline for the submission of all articles
and/or items of interest for the July 2A2l issue
of the Bellringer is June 15r2021.

Send all submissions to:

ch ristchu rchbellrin ger@gm ail.co m

lcl

lordan laxson (f|) Slaughter
Rev. IYIary fi,nne Osborn
Dantel Cunrle
Douglas Bevin
Kael tynch
Bryson Hyte
Phyllis Martin
Laurie Pietnrska
]oe Gambolati
Roberta Edmonds
Michael Gingras
Clive fucceri
Chase Semenza
Barbara $argent
Noah Leon
Nora Eyte

06/03
06/03
06/05
06/0u
06/o7
06/10
06/rr
06/rr
06/t2
06/13
06/13
06/t4
06/t5
06/20
06/22
06/27

Dotty & George Seitzer
foelyn & Nelson Leon
Christine & Matthew Semenza
Winnie & Barry Edmonds
tore & lordan Slaughter
Dawn & Michael Gingras

06/03
06/10
06/u
06/13
0G/26
06/29
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Let us give our thanks, and prayers, for:

The dedicated people on the front lines helping those affected by Covid 19: first responders,
hospital stafr doctors, nurses, schoolteachers ofall grades, and care givers;

All "essential service $rorkers'oo often working long hours for low pay so we can live our lives.
Let us pause and remember those who are in need of prayer today and in the coming week, es-
pecially:

Allison Thomer; Amanda Hill; Barbara Chesky; Barbara Kataoka; Betfy Fuqua; Brennen Van
Cott; Bud Briere; Connie Thomas; Dana Vick; Daniel Hastings; Denise; Gerry Leddy; Jenn &
David Mulcahey; Jill; Judy Newsoroff; Julia Cushing; Julie; Keith Reed; L.V Hortory Leah &
Prime Deason; Max; Michael Reed; Nancy; Neil; Paula Baraket; Sandi Eddy; $andra; Sarah;
Shirley; Sue Speath; and Terry.

All who are suffering and dying from Covid, especially those in Indiaand South America.

All those suffering from the effects of racism, and violence, throughout the world.

ffi." .---. -.ffi
If you know of someone that needs prayers
and you would like them added to our prayer
Iist, please contact Joal Lentz in the church
office by email at ccrnadmin@gmail.com or
by calling 860-267-W87. Each request will be
placed on the prayer list for a period of 30
days. If, at the end of 30 days you wish to
have the individual remain on the prayer list,
you will have to initiate a ilew request.
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